
WILFREDO SANTOS RIVERA, CANDIDATE FOR CHAIRPERSON 

1. What do you believe is the role of a School Board member? 
The primary role of a school board member is to hire the superintendent and to oversee 
the budget.  The board also formulates policy and insures that policy is implemented.  I 
believe that leadership is the number one need of the OKC public schools. 
 

2. If elected to the Oklahoma City School Board, what will be your priorities? 
If elected chairman of the OKCPS school Board of Education, my top priority will be to 
reduce the academic gap between the high and low achievers.  The reason that OKCPS 
students have been failing on state wide testing is owed to the fact that the low 
achievers are lagging and have been lagging far behind the high achievers for the last 30 
years.  The leadership at all levels has failed to remedy this perennial gap.  My 2nd 
priority will be to create, foster and promote business/neighborhood/school 
partnerships, enterprise schools, if you will, that will bring much needed financial and 
human resources. 
 

3. What can do to improve academic performance and prepare students for work or 
higher education? 
The main reason that student are failing is because they can't read.  They don't 
comprehend what they read.  They can't infer an idea not specifically stated, nor can 
they read a math problem. As a reading specialist, with over 50 years of experience at all 
grade levels: pre-school, K-12 and university, private and public schools, I will provide 
the necessary expertise to enrich the OKCPS districts strategic plan with developmental 
professional training.  Long distance learning will require computers, tablets and 
software to meet the needs of OKCPS.  It will be a balance of high touch/high tech 
combined with new evaluation models, not just reading and math. Covid 19 has 
radically altered the strategic plan.  This is the time to bring in comprehension, 
competence and creativity.  If elected OKCPS Board Chair, I promise a closer 
collaboration with the vocational school system.  Our enterprise schools will prepare 
the students for the workforce or university.  Productive, creative and well-educated 
labor, blue-collar or white-collar, is critical to our present and future economic 
development. 
 

4. Should OKC Public Schools make Pre-K and Kindergarten available for all 
children that want to attend? 
Yes 
 



5. Do you support continuation of existing charter schools within the OKC Public 
Schools service area? 
Yes 
 

6. Do you support development of new charter schools within the OKC Public 
Schools? 
Maybe 
 

7. Do you believe Oklahoma City Public schools should support creation and 
utilization of Tax Increment Financing to support economic development? 
Maybe 


