
Jimmy Lawson, Professor at Rose State College 
Candidate for Oklahoma City Mayor 

 

1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities? 
o Address the growing needs of the homeless. Provide more access to resources such as 

housing, mental health services, and employment opportunities. 
o Criminal justice reform. Create opportunities at the municipal level to reduce incarceration 

and provide more diversion programs.  

o Create new jobs for the OKC market. Diversify the type of industries in which can be 
accessible by the average citizen.  

o Provide educational resources to our youth in OKC. Give them access to mentors, financial 
literacy, and other life changing resources.  
 

2. Do you support the continued use of the City's Economic Development Trust to recruit companies 
to locate in Oklahoma City? 

Yes 
 

3. Do you support the MAPS programs in OKC, a public infrastructure initiative used since 1993 to 
fund quality-of-life projects and other programs with temporary one-cent sales taxes? 
Yes 
 

4. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic 

development in OKC? 
Yes 
 

5. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the 
implementation of future MAPS projects? 
No 
 

6. Do you support the state’s Historical Building Tax credit which has been used to renovate 
buildings such as the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes 
 

7. Do you favor a one-cent increase in the City’s Hotel/Motel tax to promote tourism in Oklahoma 
City? 
No 

 



8. Do you support maintaining the independence of the Oklahoma City-Oklahoma County Health 
Department from the State Department of Health? 
Yes 
 

9. If you answered "no" to any of the questions above, please explain why you would not be 
supportive of the project/activity/policy. 
Eminent domain-  
I believe that one's personal property should be protected from governmental takeover. The American 
Dream is to obtain homeownership; not to be able to take it away. There is plenty of location 
opportunities that can be accessed without threatening the takeaway of personal property. For a 
government to have that type of power is far reaching.   

 
Hotel/Motel Tax-  
The One cent sales tax can be used in a more proficient manner. I believe tourism is great, but the 
funding mechanism to promote tourism could be provided from a different source. The 1 cent sales tax 
could be used to provide job training resources for careers in the Motel/hotel service industry. Post-
secondary educational assistance for motel/hotel careers would also be beneficial. That industry is a 
robust industry and would benefit from having a continued pipeline of qualified talent.   

 
10. Do you agree or disagree with this statement: "The Oklahoma City Police Department receives 

too much of our local tax dollars and police practices need to be significantly reformed and/or 
defunded." 
The candidate did not respond.  


