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Candidate for Oklahoma City Mayor 
 

1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities? 
My top priority will be to represent all citizens of Oklahoma City. Many pay into the system who 
aren’t seeing a return on their investment. Businesses need to be supported—not shut down. Money 

spent on empty streetcars should be spent on our streets, which are in terrible condition. The streetcars 
must go. There is more to our city than downtown. The Cleveland and Canadian County parts of OKC 
must be recognized and appreciated. Right now, those parts of OKC are suffering from “taxation 
without representation.” That will change when I’m mayor. 
 
If we want a city of, by, and for the people, we need a mayor who recognizes that shutting down 
small businesses and churches is clearly unlawful. I will eliminate the possibility of that ever happening 

again. 
 
Unless we want to live in a city that resembles San Francisco, Seattle, or Portland, we need a mayor 
who knows that the principles of the citizens of Oklahoma City do not match the principles of those 
cities. One way to show that is to properly address the homelessness in our city. This lack of 
leadership has caused the problem to skyrocket. My plan is to take the best practices of cities that 
have been successful in reducing homelessness and apply them here. Eliminate incentives drawing the 

homeless here. 
 
Law enforcement must be respected. With the cost of living increasing, wages should likewise go up. 
The proper funding of fire, police, and the other hardworking employees of OKC is crucial. 
 
OKC’s Riot Control and Prevention Act must be amended to put a check on the mayor’s power during 
an emergency. The mayor should not have unlimited authority to call whatever he wants a disaster. 

The City Council should have the authority to terminate an emergency declaration.  
 

2. Do you support the continued use of the City's Economic Development Trust to recruit companies 
to locate in Oklahoma City? 
Yes 
 

3. Do you support the MAPS programs in OKC, a public infrastructure initiative used since 1993 to 

fund quality-of-life projects and other programs with temporary one-cent sales taxes? 
No 



 
4. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic 

development in OKC? 
No 

 
5. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the 

implementation of future MAPS projects? 
No 
 

6. Do you support the state’s Historical Building Tax credit which has been used to renovate 
buildings such as the Skirvin Hotel? 

Yes 
 

7. Do you favor a one-cent increase in the City’s Hotel/Motel tax to promote tourism in Oklahoma 
City? 
No 
 

8. Do you support maintaining the independence of the Oklahoma City-Oklahoma County Health 

Department from the State Department of Health? 
Yes 
 

9. If you answered "no" to any of the questions above, please explain why you would not be 
supportive of the project/activity/policy. 
MAPS – I have seen improvements to our city from prior MAPS initiatives. I did not support the latest 
MAPS. As mayor, I will lead the effort to properly identify true infrastructure needs for our city. Our 

current government is constantly chasing the shiny new object and dreaming up new ways to spend 
money rather than keeping the things we already have, like our roads, in good condition. 
 
TIF – I realize some areas of our city need attention, but I am not sure that TIF districts actually serve 
that purpose long-term. I want the people impacted by the tax increases to have more of a voice. A 
performance audit is needed to determine the validity of current TIF districts. I do support Opportunity 
Zones pursuant to the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. 

 
Eminent Domain – I do not support any future MAPS projects. Furthermore, private property should 
never be taken to enrich the bottom line of others. If there is a true infrastructure project that benefits 
our city as a whole, I will seriously consider it.  
 
Hotel Tax – I am opposed to increasing taxes. This is especially the case when it is difficult to measure 
the outcome. The process of collecting the funds, the process of expending the funds, the cost of 



overhead to determine the expenditures, and of course, the tangible outcome measurements are all 
questions that should be answered. 
 
 

10. Do you agree or disagree with this statement: "The Oklahoma City Police Department receives 
too much of our local tax dollars and police practices need to be significantly reformed and/or 
defunded." 
Disagree 

 


