
James Cooper, candidate for Ward 2    
 

 
1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities?   

As City Councilor, my priorities will cover seven specific issues. The first is to transform our 
neighborhoods with better streets, sidewalks, bike lanes, and beautification. I plan on creating initiatives 
that will make access to transportation a priority for the city’s residents. Second, I will support our public 
schools with a focus on creating an educated work force for 21st century jobs. Third, I’d like to strengthen 
our city’s bus system and extend the streetcar rail beyond downtown. Fourth, I’d like to better fund our 
mental health and addiction agencies to address our city’s issues with these subjects. I’ll work to increase 
funding for agencies such as Palomar, City Care, and expanding Homeless Alliance to become available 
24/7, 365 days a year. Fifth, I’ll work to reform our criminal justice system. I’ll push to move the city jail 
away from incarceration to rehabilitation, operating with public oversight. I oppose measures to privatize 
services. Sixth, I’d like to ensure adequate funding for the humane treatment and shelter of rescued 
animals, promote incentives to adopt, and pass ordinances to deter animal cruelty. Finally, I will fight for a 
transparent, responsive, and open government. 
 

2. What do you think the city’s role should be in education, specifically as it relates to Oklahoma 
City Public Schools?  
 
While cities lack the purview to operate over public schools, they can assist them. I want to support public 
education and schools with initiatives from the city ensuring schools become the center of the community, 
allowing access to public services such as counseling and food pantries, using MAPS and endowments 
to repair facilities, offering grants, looking into new fiscal strategies such as a sovereign wealth fund, and 
investing in a marketing campaign promoting existing programs such as Road Scholar, OKCGO2.0, and 
allowing OKC students who use the public transportation system to ride free-of-charge. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional 
Transit/Commuter Rail System in central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, 
OKC and Tinker AFB)?  
Yes 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City’s Economic Development Trust to recruit 
companies to locate in OKC? 
Yes 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be 
used only to construct Transformational Projects/Development as in the past?  
Yes 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic 
development in OKC? 
Yes 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the 
implementation of future MAPS projects? 
I don’t know. I support eminent domain in situations where the city compensates residents more than 
adequately and effectively provides a solution to relocation. Unfortunately, many governmental entities 
have mishandled engaging residents in regards to eminent domain. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

8. Do you support the state’s Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to 
renovate buildings such as the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes 
 

9. Do you favor a 1 cent increase in the City’s Hotel/Motel tax to promote tourism in OKC? 
Yes 


