
Marilyn Davidson, candidate for Ward 2    
 

 
1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities?   

If elected to city council my three main priorities will be public safety, neighborhood infrastructure, and 
education. 
 
Public Safety will always be a priority for me, since over half the city’s budget is spent on police, fire, and 
various emergency services. I will make sure these divisions are properly staffed, they have the tools 
they need, and the training to do their job. In addition, improving police-community relations will be an 
ongoing goal. 
 
I will promote revitalization of existing neighborhoods in Ward 2 and will ensure development around 
neighborhoods is intentional with diverse shopping, entertainment, and transportation opportunities. 
 
I believe that a good education system is vital if we want to maintain a healthy economy. We already offer 
one of the lowest tax bases in the country, which is attractive to businesses and families. Our education 
system should be just as attractive. Oklahoma City needs strong local leadership working on innovative 
ways to improve our public education system. 
 

2. What do you think the city’s role should be in education, specifically as it relates to Oklahoma 
City Public Schools?  
 
As I mentioned above, a good education system is vital for a healthy economy. Now more than ever city 
leaders have a significant role to play in the public-school system. While decisions concerning education 
funding and graduation requirements are made at the state level, leaders at the city level make choices 
on issues that influence education outcomes. Decisions that impact city infrastructure, jobs, and quality of 
life. City officials need to take this into account and begin involving school leaders in these decisions that 
will ultimately impact the learning environment of our students. In addition, city leaders need to 
encourage creative public/private partnerships that can bring additional funding into Oklahoma City 
Public Schools. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional 
Transit/Commuter Rail System in central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, 
OKC and Tinker AFB)?  
Yes 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City’s Economic Development Trust to recruit 
companies to locate in OKC? 
Yes 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be 
used only to construct Transformational Projects/Development as in the past?  
Yes 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic 
development in OKC? 
Yes 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the 
implementation of future MAPS projects? 
Yes 



 
8. Do you support the state’s Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to 

renovate buildings such as the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes 
 

9. Do you favor a 1 cent increase in the City’s Hotel/Motel tax to promote tourism in OKC? 
Yes 


