
Suzanne Broadbent, candidate for Ward 2    
 

 
1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities?   

First, we need a concerted, coordinated effort to bring our public and private resources together to 
improve our schools’ performance.   The City Council, while not responsible for running the schools, is 
largely responsible for the community around those schools.  The negative factors, such as 
homelessness, domestic violence, mobility, drug abuse in the household that our children face outside 
the school affect their performance inside the school.  The City Council can lead the effort to address 
these conditions, primarily through encouraging public/private partnerships to deal with these factors so 
that we produce students ready to learn and schools ready to teach.   
 
Second, we need a transit system that integrates all forms of travel and that gets people from their homes 
to jobs, services, and amenities in an efficient, timely, and environmentally-responsible manner. 
Specifically, my priority in this area is the recently-announced bus rapid transit (BRT)  plan that creates 
an intermodal system that goes through the heart of Ward 2.  It can transform transit in our part of the city 
and serve as a model for future plans.   
 
Third, we need a vigorous, inclusive discussion around the possibility of MAPS 4.  This discussion can 
build bonds and trust and generate ideas whether or not a MAPS 4 is presented or approved by the 
people of Oklahoma City.   
 

2. What do you think the city’s role should be in education, specifically as it relates to Oklahoma 
City Public Schools?  
 
The condition of our schools affects our city, and the condition of the city affects our schools.  This 
relationship gives the Council a great stake in our schools’ performance.  The City Council does not 
govern the schools, but the Council need not sit idly by.  As stated in the answer to question 1, the 
Council is in a position to pull together public and private resources and bring them to bear on the 
problems in our community that affect our children and families.  In addition to marshaling city public and 
private resources, the Council can consider including education issues it deems appropriate in its 
legislative agenda.   The Council can work in partnership with school district leadership to set and meet 
education goals. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional 
Transit/Commuter Rail System in central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, 
OKC and Tinker AFB)?  
Yes 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City’s Economic Development Trust to recruit 
companies to locate in OKC? 
Yes 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be 
used only to construct Transformational Projects/Development as in the past?  
No. Our discussion of the possible uses of MAPS funds is just starting. The ideas and needs that may be 
presented are unknown. It would be premature to rule out possible ideas.   
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic 
development in OKC? 
Yes 
 



7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the 
implementation of future MAPS projects? 
No. I would not be in favor of using eminent domain to take private property to allow a private party to 
develop the property. I doubt that the question contemplates taking property for private development, but 
this concept was upheld by the United States Supreme Court, opening the possibility that the Council 
could be faced with this suggestion.  For public use, eminent domain is a well-established practice and 
often must be invoked for public projects.   
 

8. Do you support the state’s Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to 
renovate buildings such as the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes 
 

9. Do you favor a 1 cent increase in the City’s Hotel/Motel tax to promote tourism in OKC? 
Don’t know 


