
Jim Holman, candidate for Ward 6    
 
 

 

1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities?   
• Schools: It's a priority with me to find every opportunity to be synergetic with our superintendant 

and board. A great education for our 46,000 students is a must happen. Education is key to both 
their success and our city's future. 

• Safety: Support our police and fire departments to keep our neighborhoods safe. 
• Streets: MAPS 3 has brought about long overdue improvements to our streets, but more are 

needed. With growth comes new challenges...traffic is getting real. Futuristically enhancing public 
transportation is a must. Streetcars are cool and express buses are providing better connectivity. 
Going forward, options for connecting the far corners of our metro need to be vetted. Perhaps, 
light rail? 

• Social Economics: Bigger the city, bigger the problems. Homelessness, mental health and gangs 
won't go away. We need to set the bar high on how we deal with these.  

• Sectorization: Our renaissance hasn't reached everywhere. Many feel left out. Mayor Holt gets 
it...hence #1OKC. I want us to bring the forgotten into the fold.  

• It's simple; communication. Ask, "when's the last time your elected official asked you what you 
thought?” Unequivocal response: "Never." I want to change that. The biggest effect we can have 
on our lives is through our local government officials....communication drives the quality of life. 
OKC's renaissance has been phenomenal, but there are still many challenges going forward. 
Remember the old saying, "It's one thing to get there, but another to stay". No backward steps, 
please. It's vital that we be proactive, not reactive. To do that, and do it well, we must engage the 
citizenry; they need to know and I'm going to tell them, "your vote matters.” Communicating to 
voters as both candidate and councilman is my quest with a simple message: "Can we talk?" 

 
2. What do you think the city’s role should be in education, specifically as it relates to Oklahoma 

City Public Schools?  
I believe the city's role, beyond the bricks and mortar of Maps for Kids, is to sup-port both Superintendent 
McDaniel and OKCPS. His initiative known as the BIG 3 is a great place to start. I am a strong advocate 
of each of these, but see the Path-way To Greatness to have the most potential traction for the city to 
weigh in. The inequities of vital resources across our city within the district must be corrected, i.e., 
realigned. While there are a substantial number of areas that need help, progress has already begun. 
Beyond OKCPS, the teachers and administration, Partners in Action and a number of non-profits weigh 
in at the student level to connect needs with community partners. They supply resources for an entire 
gambit of needs from mentoring and tutoring to those students who don't have that sup-port at home, 
lunch programs, athletic equipment and musical instruments just to name a few.  
 
I'd like to see that the city take an even greater role by providing a clearing house that will enhance 
efficiency of keeping needs providers in touch with those who need. That means everyone in the 
loop...educators, students, parents, government officials, and the variety of volunteers who serve the 
needs of this epidemic problem. We can solve this problem by working together. There is no place for a 
communication breakdown...everyone needs to be talking with everyone. The City may not have 
governing or managing roles in the school system, but it can be a wonderful partner in preventing 
fragmentation of agencies and individuals who can and will help by bringing them together on an ongoing 
basis. 
 
I want to see the city raise their bar in their role in raising OKCPS to their highest level ever.  
 



3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional 
Transit/Commuter Rail System in central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, 
OKC and Tinker AFB)?  
Yes 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City’s Economic Development Trust to recruit 
companies to locate in OKC? 
Yes 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be 
used only to construct Transformational Projects/Development as in the past?  
Yes 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic 
development in OKC? 
Yes 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the 
implementation of future MAPS projects? 
Yes, if vetted case by case and with the assumption that purchase offers to pay FMV for acquired 
property  
 

8. Do you support the state’s Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to 
renovate buildings such as the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes 
 

9. Do you favor a 1 cent increase in the City’s Hotel/Motel tax to promote tourism in OKC? 
Yes 

 
 

 


