
JoBeth Hamon, candidate for Ward 6    
 
1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities?   

I’m excited for a lot of our city’s growth, but while our city grows we need to prioritize the people and 
neighborhoods that have been left out of that growth. I firmly believe that if we prioritize creating a city 
that works for the most vulnerable among us, we are creating a community that works for everyone. If 
elected, my top priorities will be affordable housing, improving public transit (particularly our bus system), 
as well as our bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure. 
 

2. What do you think the city’s role should be in education, specifically as it relates to Oklahoma 
City Public Schools?  
I think the city and city councilors should be strong supporters of Oklahoma City’s Public 
Schools and be advocates for keeping our district schools truly public. I am interested in the city exploring 
additional revenue options to support OKCPS to learn what would be feasible and responsible for stable, 
long term revenue for our public schools. 
 

3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional 
Transit/Commuter Rail System in central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, 
OKC and Tinker AFB)?  
Yes 
 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City’s Economic Development Trust to recruit 
companies to locate in OKC? 
No. Recruiting companies to move to Oklahoma City can be useful, but I am more interested in 
strengthening our local economy and prioritizing ways we can build a more independent and sustainable 
economy not reliant on the whims of national corporations. 
 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be 
used only to construct Transformational Projects/Development as in the past?  
Don’t know 
 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic 
development in OKC? 
No. I am generally very wary of TIFs because they too often remove money from public revenues for a 
period I think is too long and the way the TIF money is used once diverted is too often opaque to the 
public. In some very unique cases, I think these can be used as tools for communities where, due to 
systemic disinvestment, private lenders will not grant loans in areas deemed “risky” because of historic 
redlining and racism. However, I think these tools are too often abused and overused by cities and 
developers alike. If the city is going to use TIF districts, I think they need to provide more transparency 
and community involvement in the use of funds as well as drastically lower the time period TIFs are in 
effect. 
 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the 
implementation of future MAPS projects? 
Don’t know 
 

8. Do you support the state’s Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to 
renovate buildings such as the Skirvin Hotel? 
Yes 
 

9. Do you favor a 1 cent increase in the City’s Hotel/Motel tax to promote tourism in OKC? 
Don’t know 


