
1. If elected to City Council, what will be your top priorities?   

 

It likely goes without saying that my top priority for a second term is the successful fulfillment of the 

projects already started by the city. We have to make certain the new convention center and Scissortail 

Park are completed in a manner which stimulates economic development and private investments. We 

need to wisely use the Better Streets Safer City revenue to increase police and fire services. We need to 

be vigilant in making our street improvements long-lasting and where most needed. 

 

At this particular moment in time, it is also imperative that we don’t allow institutional changes to deviate 

us from our positive course. With a relatively new mayor, a brand-new city manager, and a significant 

number of new city councilors, our city has experienced a more substantial change in leadership than it 

has undergone in decades. I want to help be a steady hand as this new team navigates MAPs 4 and 

other city endeavors. 

 

Additionally, I am committed to helping youth throughout our city. By improving our schools and providing 

activities for our youth, we can help address a myriad of issues, ranging from crime and substance abuse 

to workforce development. 

 

Finally, I will continue to prioritize transparency in city government and a city government that encourages 

involvement from the rest of the community. I became engaged in city government through volunteering 

on the Board of Adjustment and have seen firsthand the talent community members bring to city 

government through the MAPS advisory boards and other panels. It is important we continue this 

“connectedness” with our citizens. It is how we build trust and faith, and bring fresh ideas to our city. 

 

2. What do you think the city’s role should be in education, specifically as it relates to Oklahoma 

City Public Schools?  

 

As a community, we have to do a better job at providing education and opportunities to our young people. 

I have long been an advocate of our greater community coming together to improve our schools. It is not 

the responsibility of just the elected school board members, but all of us as a society. 

 

As the City, we have expertise, experience, and a commitment to improve our schools. I encourage our 

city to revive the Joint Education Task Force. Founded in 2011, this task force helped engage Oklahoma 

City professionals from finance, health, IT and engineering to help with the high school academies and 

hundreds of “reading buddies” for elementary schools. It found ways to save tens of thousands of dollars 

by connecting OKCPS transportation with the city’s Transit Director, and started an effort for a true 

performance-based audit – something that still needs to be completed. This, or a similar structure, which 

allows the elected city leaders to work and serve directly with elected school board members, can build 

the trust necessary for substantial changes. 

 

I have also been an advocate for increasing private sector involvement. I have been actively engaged 

with Tim McLaughlin, Peter Dolese to give children in our community positive options for after school 

hours. This is but one aspect of improving our school system. We know empirically that many of the 

problems in our schools are created by decisions made by students outside of traditional school hours. 

By providing students with positive options and equipping them with better decision-making skills, we can 

attack at least this one troubling aspect. 



3. Do you support allowing voters to decide whether to tax themselves to build a Regional 

Transit/Commuter Rail System in central Oklahoma (to connect, for example, Norman, Edmond, 

OKC and Tinker AFB)?  

Yes 

 

4. Do you support the continued use of the City’s Economic Development Trust to recruit 

companies to locate in OKC? 

Yes 

 

5. With regard to future MAPS elections, do you believe funds, if approved by voters, should be 

used only to construct Transformational Projects/Development as in the past?  

Yes 

 

6. Do you support the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) Districts to support economic 

development in OKC? 

Yes 

 

7. Do you support the use of eminent domain to acquire private property to facilitate the 

implementation of future MAPS projects? 

Yes  

 

8. Do you support the state’s Historical Building Tax credit which has been used by the City to 

renovate buildings such as the Skirvin Hotel? 

Yes 

 

9. Do you favor a 1 cent increase in the City’s Hotel/Motel tax to promote tourism in OKC? 

I don’t know. My natural inclination is to be against tax increases unless they are absolutely justifiable. 

Before I support an increase in the hotel/motel tax, I would need to know how this revenue would be 

utilized as well as how this would stack OKC up against competitive cities. I know that during the 

legislative discussions for funding their budget, many in our community opposed the statewide increase 

in the hotel/motel tax because they believed it could drive economic activity to other communities. Before 

we risk dampening any tourism in our city by raising taxes, we need to be certain it is needed and will be 

used to benefit our community and have appropriate controls. 


